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FOREWORD 


HESE suggestions for congregation building 

have come to us from the very remarkable 
ministry of Dr. Bernard C. Clausen in the First 
Baptist Church of Syracuse, New York. This is a 
church which, because of its down-town location 
and institutional features, presents very complex 
problems and unusual opportunities. With rare 
keenness he has measured its possibilities, and has 
never lacked for a congregation. At the same 
time, his success and personal magnetism have 
made him a much desired speaker in all parts of 
the country. 

No church could successfully use all of these 
programs in a single year; too much spice spoils 
one for the regular diet. They have been selected 
from a ministry of years. But the resourceful 
minister will know how to intersperse them judi- 
ciously in the program of the season. They will 
add zest to the Sunday services, freshen the social 
activities and humanize church contacts. 

One feature which may escape the reader I want 
to emphasize. Any one familiar with Dr. Clausen’s 
work knows that his successful use of these pro- 
grams has been dependent not alone upon the 
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originality of the idea but upon painstaking care 
in the planning and execution of the service. The 
programs will not ‘work themselves.” They do 
not offer a minister a chance to take things easy 
for these Sundays. Each program requires care- 
ful preparation. Mailing lists need to be correct. 
The minister must be able to call into service 
reliable co-workers. But, given these features, the 
average minister will find here spécial-day material 
enough for several years. 

Here in the offices of Church Management, we 
know the demand throughout the churches for 
high-class, suggestive material for the special days 
of the Church and season. I believe that this book 
answers that demand in the best way it has been 
answered to date, and that Dr. Clausen, in passing 
his plans on to his fellow-ministers, is rendering a 
Christian service which will bring to him their 
sincerest appreciation. 

WrtiaM H. LEAcH. 

Cleveland, Ohio. 


PREFACE 


AINTS’ Days have yielded to Special Days. 
Holy Days have become Holidays. A new 
calendar has gripped the Church year. Not mar- 
tyrs and heroines, but occasions are the focal points 
of religious enthusiasm. 

As proof, accept the witness of this book. In- 
deed, the contention seems to be a bit over-proved, 
for according to this little volume every Sunday in 
the year could be a Special Day. 

One explanation is necessary. Only the great 
central holidays mentioned in this book could re- 
ceive attention annually. There are some, like 
Mother’s Day, which seem to have won their way 
permanently into the yearly schedule of preaching 
moods. But the rest are to be occasional in the 
strictest sense. 

Do not think that all of these celebrations were 
crammed into a single year. They have been 
gleaned out of ten years of experience. The rest 
of the time has been free for “real preaching.” 
And the “ real preaching,” curiously enough, seems 
to have a better chance at complete attention pro- 
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vided it is relieved occasionally by such special 
pulpit devices as are here described. 

It may be that these schemes seem at first glance 
to be too picturesque to be legitimate. Tell me, if 
you will, that the great preachers of the good old 
days never seemed compelled to adapt such crude 
hawking of the Gospel. I defy you to go back far 
enough to the really good old days when there were 
such preachers as John the Baptist, or Amos of 
Shechem, or Jeremiah, for instance. Shamelessly 
they used attention-compelling features at which 


the author of this book would blush. 
Bsc 


Syracuse, N. Y. 
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January 


NEW YEAR’S SUNDAY 


E begin with New Year’s Eve. For years 

we have patiently developed our Watch- 

Night program. An early social schedule, with an 

informal reception, jolly games, a program of pag- 

eants and tableaux and readings, with music and 

magic and puppet dramas, lasts from 8:00 until 

11:15, and is called “‘ The Pastor’s Party.” From 

11:30 until midnight we are engaged in a solemn 

prayer and testimony service, which closes only 
when the chimes ring in the new year. 

One thing which prevents boredom is a frequent 
shift in rooms. We move all about the building, 
from a reception hall to the gymnasium, then to the 
chapel, then to the main auditorium, then to the 
watch-night service in a small Sunday School 
auditorium. 

Earlier in the evening, however, we have cele- 
brated the annual New Members’ banquet. The 
people who have joined our church during the year 
have been invited in groups of twelve, with some 
married couple in charge of each twelve, and the 
other ten members of the group assorted like fami- 
lies. Each ‘“ family ” works out its table decora- 
tions as a joint part in the banquet program 
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(‘‘ Great Moments of History,” “ Great Events of 
the Past Year,” etc.), and throughout the following 
year they maintain the family relationship. They 
act as hosts and hostesses for the Pastor’s Party. 

On New Year’s Sunday we celebrate our com- 
munion service, welcome the new members who 
have joined the church during December, re- 
introduce all the new members who have come 
in during the year by having them stand, and 
install our new church officers. 

We summon by name to the pulpit, first the 
officers whose terms continue. Then we call upon 
the newly-elected deacons, trustees, clerks, etc., to 
join their number. A pledge is exacted verbally 
from all the officials, and a reply is given by the 
congregation in the phrases of the church covenant. 

We have used for New Year’s decorations an 
assortment of all the calendars we could collect. — 
The firms in the city distributing calendars are 
asked to cooperate; national calendar manufactur- 
ers will cheerfully contribute samples of their best 
varieties. On every hand every eye confronts the 
visible challenge of a frank, unsoiled new year. 

Decisions are sought and made, out of the 
blessed mood of New Year’s Day. 


January 


DAY OF PRAYER SUNDAY | 


ae the first week of January we have 
attempted to follow the proposal suggested 
by The Federal Council of Churches. We con- 
centrate on a single mid-week meeting instead of 
preparing public programs for each night. The 
themes, Scripture references, and comments pro- 
posed by The Federal Council of Churches are 
circulated for home study through the church. 

Our people are urged to spend the week in the 
thought and experience of prayer. We pledge each 
other to unite in prayer each day during the week 
at a specified time which we select, and the mid- 
week meeting becomes a clinic in prayer, filled 
with references to some of the great prayer- 
experiences of Christian history. 

The wide literature of prayer in such books as 
The Temple (Orchard), The Meaning of Prayer 
(Fosdick), and God’s Minute (Stall), we have 
found especially helpful. A discussion of “ Pray- 
ers at the Table” and “ Prayers for Little Chil- 
dren” opens up the whole puzzling problem of 
family worship. All this leads, of course, directly 
to the field of Bible books and stories for children, 
the Sunday hour of worship in the family, etc. 
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Out of a week like this it is possible to approach 
the second Sunday of January with a very real 
interest in the annual Day of Prayer. On that 
day we have a sunrise prayer-meeting for as many 
as can attend. And starting with this service at 
dawn, we have attempted to have a room in the 
church set aside for the day as a prayer room, 
where throughout the whole day our people could 
tarry for a moment and in the quiet could pray for 
the church. From dawn until the evening service 
began we have thus had continuous prayer offered. 
And sometimes scores of people were in the prayer 
room united in silent petition. 

Such sermon themes as “ The Lost Path to the 
Secret Place,” ‘‘ How to Pray,” ‘ The Lost Art,” 
and ‘“‘ The Secret of His Presence,” have been sug- 
gested. Trench’s famous sonnet on “ Prayer ” has 
proved beautifully useful for the Day of Prayer. 


January 


PROHIBITION ANNIVERSARY SUNDAY 


HAT a day to recognize the heroes and 
heroines of that peaceful victory which 
resulted in the Prohibition Amendment! The lists 
of the W. C. T. U., the veterans of the Prohibition 
Party, the old adherents of the Anti-Saloon League, 
and the brave constituency of local temperance and 
law enforcement organizations,—how their hearts 
will kindle at the announcement of an annual ser- 
vice in their honor! The names and addresses can 
be secured from the secretaries of the local units, 
and an arrangement committee made up of these 
local veterans will soon provide you with the names 
of scores of people who were in the thick of the 
temperance fight and should be remembered. 

But the group who really need this anniversary 
service are the young people who have never known 
the old saloon days at their worst. They realize 
what is the matter with law enforcement now. But 
they cannot realize how bad it was before the 
Amendment was passed. It is my conviction that 
we will lose the victory we have won unless we can 
teach the lesson vividly to the new generation. 

So we add to the list of the veterans, the High 
School and college students in our constituency,— 
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the members of our Young People’s Societies,—and 
our Sunday School classes in general. Special invi- 
tations go out to all of them. 

Sometimes we ask one of the old campaigners to 
give us some brief reminiscences of the conflict. 
Sometimes we add a statement from a present-day 
law enforcement representative, like the sheriff or 
the district attorney. I preach on such themes as 
“The Lie About Law Enforcement,” or ‘ How to 
Press On,” or “ How to Lose a Victory.” 

We use the old battle songs which kept up the 
morale in the fierce days of the trial of faith. We 
have reproduced one of the old W. C. T. U. stereop- 
ticon lectures, with its terrifying pictures of the in- 
terior of a drunkard’s stomach. Ten Nights in a 
Bar-Room, in lantern slides, has served as an in- 
teresting recollection of days long gone. And we 
have discovered that it is not too late now to use, 
with discretion, a Temperance Pledge service as a 
climax, after the manner of the old pledge decisions 
before prohibition. 


January 


LIFE SERVICE SUNDAY 


in the ministry is being neglected these days by 

many of our finest boys who should make great 
leaders, it is probably due to the fact that we have 
never given them a chance to sense the superb com- 
pensations in human happiness which the pastor 
receives. Money talks, fame talks, but the min- 
istry must talk for itself or lose our best boys 
by default. 

So once a year, at least, I try to tell my congre- 
gation how glad I am to be a minister. Such 
themes as “ Why I Am a Minister,” ‘“ I Confess,” 
‘« Spiritual Appendicitis ” (the tragedy which arises 
from the failure to use a gift), and “ The Foolish- 
ness of Preaching ” open up the idea. 

And I do my best to make sure that the boys 
who ought to hear the claims of the ministry are 
present. We have invited, for instance, all of the 
senior and junior High School boys in our city 
through a printed announcement. But to the 
members of the debating teams and clubs, the out- 
standing prize speakers, the students in the public- 
speaking classes, etc., a special personal letter 
goes out. 

We have also invited the parents of all the men 
and women who have been sent out into special 
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Christian service from our church. We display the 
church service flag on which our volunteers into 
definite Christian ministry are indicated by stars 
and crosses according to the type of work they are 
doing. ‘These people now in Christian work are 
asked to send us some message out of their experi- 
ence for the day. Sometimes we have one or more 
of them back with us for a personal word. 

In the midweek meeting preceding the Sunday, 
we discuss such topics as ‘‘ The Minister Who Has 
Helped Me Most,” or ‘A Pastor I Remember,” 
and thus we call up out of our past the glories of 
the ministry. 

Each year it is our habit to invite the members 
of the senior class from the nearby theological 
Seminaries to visit our church for a day, and we 
give them a chance to see the whole institution, ask 
any questions, and make an intimate if hurried 
study of our organization. Sometimes it is possible 
to make a combination between their visit and our 
Life Service Sunday. 


February 


LIGHT HOUSEKEEPING SUNDAY 


a sign glows in hundreds of windows all 
around our church. New apartment houses 
with kitchenette equipment are going up every- 
where. Light housekeeping is a characteristic of 
modern civilization. 

The frequent moves from room to room and 
from apartment to apartment result in a shifting, 
rootless population which is tempted to lose all 
contact with the church. This is especially serious 
because these light housekeeping apartments are 
occupied pretty largely by young couples just start- 
ing life, and they need the Church as really as the 
Church needs them. 

So in our church we have at frequent intervals a 
service in honor of these modern cave-dwellers. 
Their names may be obtained from the door-bell 
indexes at the entrances, or from the janitor or 
proprietor of their shared residences. They are 
open to invitations, for one of their problems is to 
discover worthwhile entertainment to fill their 
idle hours. 

Obviously, the message they need is one which 
drives away at the perils of their transitory ex- 
istence. They must be taught the dangerous 
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implications of rootlessness whose advantages in 
irresponsibility they already realize so well. For 
this purpose the hymns, of course, are the founda- 
tion hymns that glorify the firmly based life. The 
obvious Scripture lesson for this purpose is Jesus’ 
story about the two houses and their foundations 
with which he closes “‘ The Sermon on the Mount.” 

There is an appropriate contrast between light 
housekeeping and lighthouse keeping, which they 
will catch at once. 

We have also used from a slightly different angle 
the theme, ‘‘ Foundations for Skyscrapers,” bor- 
rowing for exhibit at the evening service the models 
and architects’ drawings of our proud new office 
buildings and apartment houses, asking the archi- 
tects and the owners of the structure to explain 
briefly their distinctive features above ground, 
leaving the whole fascinating subject of founda- 
tions, of stresses and strains, of bed-rock and con- 
crete pillars, of social responsibility and safe 
design, to the preacher to develop in his sermon. 


February 


LINCOLN SUNDAY 


URELY there is a place for Lincoln Sunday in 
the special program of the modern Church. 
The church lobby can be lined with the many 
pictures and studies of him, books about him may 
be borrowed from the libraries and bookstores, and 
exhibited on stands as people pass in and out. 
William E. Barton’s great books on Lincoln can 
be featured without apology. 

The members of the Grand Army of the Repub- 
lic, with their vivid memories of war service under 
his leadership, should of course be the guests of 
honor. But their ranks are thinning, and they can- 
not last much longer. Meanwhile, the Boy Scouts 
have taken Lincoln as their chief hero, and they 
would be glad to add their number to the soldiers. 
of the Blue and the Gray in honoring him. 

The great old “ Battle Hymn of the Republic ” 
is an inevitable selection for congregational singing. 
Lincoln’s own favorite poem, ‘‘O Why Should the 
Spirit of Mortal Be Proud? ” may be read. 

We have had great success with museum exhibits 
shown on special days in the lobbies or the chapel 
rooms of the church. 

On Lincoln Sunday, we have invited everyone 
possessing some interesting relic of the Civil War 


21 


22 LINCOLN SUNDAY 


to bring it to the church the week before. The 
museum is then arranged for the next Sunday. A 
special award is given for the mementoes having 
direct connection with Lincoln. 

This exhibit scheme is capable of manifold 
adaptation. We have even used it for Fords, hon- 
oring the oldest Ford driven to church under its 
own power, during those exciting days when the 
new model “ A” was forming a topic of conversa- 
tion for the first time. 

The preacher could with justice summon the 
church to confront Lincoln’s demands, preaching 
on the theme, “ Would Lincoln Join: This 
Church? ”, or he may choose to deal with the 
manifest lessons of Lincoln’s life under such themes 
as “ How Lincoln Took Defeat,” “The Anger of 
Lincoln,” and “ When Lincoln Was Insulted.” 


February 


VALENTINE SUNDAY 


iN the Spring a young man’s fancy lightly turns 

to thoughts of love.” With the beginning of 
February, your young people’s society will have 
already experienced flutters of heart. The Inter- 
mediate and Senior departments of your Sunday 
School will be thinking in terms of girls and boys. 
And the whole generation of High School students 
will be in a state of mind ready for a message from 
Saint Valentine. 

Here is a mailing list, ready to hand. Your 
invitation to the service may be in the form of 
a careful Valentine imitation. And ‘A Message 
from Saint Valentine” is no inappropriate sermon 
theme. 

For if you will study the life and influence of 
the patron saint of lovers, you will discover that he 
represents a very curious combination of light, 
happy affection and steady self-sacrificing devotion. 
Any encyclopedia will reveal his double challenge. 

Here, too, the exhibit idea becomes useful. An 
historic display of Valentines will bring forth ex- 
amples of these sweet missives dating far back in 
the past. If attics are ransacked and boxes of love- 
letters are carefully examined, your congregation 
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will be able to provide a rich treasure of senti- 
mental history. 

Add to the Valentines from the past an exhibit of 
Valentines from the present. The bookstores and 
stationery stores will be glad to cooperate in show- 
ing the finest examples of modern printed and 
tinted Valentines. And your young people will vie 
with one another in presenting the best examples of 
original Valentine design and message, especially if 
stirred to the contest by their drawing teachers, 
who are always welcoming suggestions for making 
their art problems seem new and interesting. A 
Valentine contest is sure to appeal to them. Even 
the inter-scholastic and inter-class spirit is valuable 
to help make your Valentine service the focus of 
young people’s interest. 


February 


WASHINGTON SUNDAY 


N lieu of actual survivors from Washington’s 
campaigns, every city has local chapters of the 
D. A. R. and other Revolutionary societies, uniting 
some of the finest men and women in a program 
with a decidedly helpful social emphasis of service. 
They will cheerfully cooperate in arranging, assist- 
ing, and attending in a body your Washington 
Sunday service. 

A little study will reveal those hymns in your 
hymn-book which appeared in the Episcopal hymn- 
book during Washington’s time, and which un- 
doubtedly he himself knew and sang. 

An exhibit of Revolutionary relics will prove 
even more astonishing than the Civil War museum 
which was arranged for Lincoln’s Sunday, for these 
items increase in interest according to their distance 
in the years. 

We have found two sermon approaches to Wash- 
ington sermon material particularly appropriate for 
this special day. ‘The Ghost of Washington ” 
serves to introduce a sermon in which the present 
realities of our national life are submitted to the 
stern judgment of the Father of Our Country, 
whose hope for the Republic depended upon his 
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belief that we should always have a consistent 
citizen-interest in voting, a persistent desire to 
serve the country in time of peace and war, an 
eagerness on the part of our best men to accept 
public office as the highest possible honor, and 
a continued free discussion of every debatable 
subject. | 

‘What Is Happening to Our Heroes? ” gives a 
chance to counteract the scurrilous disposition of 
the modern school of biographers. 

Tableaux and pageants read by a single voice 
but acted out by young people from your church, 
will help to bring a life-like Washington vividly 
before a congregation. 


March 


DECISION SUNDAY 


E call it Parents’ Day. Throughout the 

Sunday School classes for weeks we have 

been announcing this special celebration by means 

of a series of messages sent home through the 
classes to the fathers and mothers. 

The teacher of each class has been urged to make 
contact with each home; a special letter from the 
pastor to each home pleads for codperation in 
making triumphant Christian lives possible for 
these boys and girls. Classes have vied with one 
another for complete parent attendance at the 
morning service. An honor roll announces all the 
classes which had every parent present. 

At this church service, these parents are intro- 
duced to the vital crises of Decision Day in their 
children’s lives. No attempt is made to gain de- 
cisions from the parents, but the burden of respon- 
sibility is loaded upon their shoulders. They are 
warned to nurture carefully the new decisions. 

Then at the noon departmental Sunday School 
sessions, when children are seated with their teach- 
ers in regular class groups, the pastor or his assist- 
ant visits every department, briefly indicating the 
wave of interest in church membership which is 
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sweeping the Sunday School today, and expressing 
an invitation to the children to speak their alle- 
giance to Jesus by joining the church: 

The completion of the transaction is left with the 
teacher where it belongs. But these teachers have 
been carefully taught in advance the importance 
and the methods of helping to right decisions. 

Thereafter the children who have said ‘“‘ Yes ”’ to 
Jesus are placed in training classes which meet dur- 
ing the succeeding weeks after school, and through- 
out the Lenten season they are taught the history 
of our church, the demands of Jesus, the way to 
be a Christian, how to pray and give and triumph 
over temptation. 

, So satisfactory has this preparatory training been 
that we have extended it until now every applicant 
for membership in our church, whatever his age or 
his previous experience, is asked to take a series of 
training classes held by our deacons for the sake 
of informing each one precisely what it means to 
join our church. The material is printed in booklet 
form and distributed at the last session of the class. 
At this time, also, pledges for contribution and per- 
sonal service to the church are signed. 


March 


FOR OTHER SUNDAYS 


AINT PATRICK is not a Protestant hero, 
but his career provides many a lesson for all 
Christians. We have celebrated his day as an 
opportunity for peculiar fellowship with Catholics 
and Jews. 

Monument Day has proved an interesting ex- 
periment. Pick out the monuments in your city, 
look up their history, reveal in a sermon the les- 
sons from the career of each civic hero represented, 
have stereopticon slides to illustrate them and recall 
them to the minds of your congregation. Here the 
City Park Commission and the local Historical So- 
ciety will be of help. 

Instead of selecting your hymns on a hit or miss 
basis, by rule of thumb, why not study them by 
composers, by authors, by denominations, for in- 
stance? Have a whole day’s service completely 
representative of a single great musician or poet. 
Why not use great Congregational hymns, great 
Presbyterian hymns, great Catholic music, as a 
focus for your day’s musical numbers? 

When preaching a series of sermons on related 
themes, I try to feature the series interest in 
advance of the first sermon, but thereafter feature 
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the individual interest of each sermon. I refuse to 
justify a sermon as one of a series unless it can be 
justified by itself, detached from the series. I 
refuse to assume that the people who face me this 
Sunday have heard the previous sermons in the 
series. I shall never forget the day when I ap- 
proached the church of a great preacher in New 
York, determined by his reputation to hear him, 
only to discover on his bulletin board outside the 
church that he was preaching that morning Sermon 
No. 16 in a series on “ The Creed.”” What did he 
hope to gain from the casual passerby by that 
announcement? 


March 


FISHERMAN’S SUNDAY 


T was Jesus who first expressed an interest in 
the sporting spirit of fishermen. Remembering 
his daring challenge which sounded out over a lake, 
“J will make you fishers of men,” the Church feels 
less embarrassed when it deliberately plans to make 
the Christian way attractive to modern sportsmen. 
It is certain, that unless we can challenge their 
sportsmanship, we shall lose them to sport. For in 
this era of the six-day week and a seventh day for 
rest and recreation, the fishing and hunting and 
golfing will take prime place on the Sabbath, and 
the Church must compete with the delights of sport. 
Fortunately enough, when the Church sets out to 
catch men, and especially those men who seem most 
able to catch others, it will discover many openings. 
We have had a special Fisherman’s Day early in the 
outdoor season, just before bass fishing begins. In 
our State, fishing and hunting licenses must be ob- 
tained through the County Clerk’s office, and so 
there is available a set of names and addresses 
representing men to whom a special invitation may 
be sent appropriately and with results. 
We have arranged special exhibits of the best 
examples in modern fishing tackle and equipment, 
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plus the outstanding sports and outdoor maga- 
zines, through our local sporting-goods dealers. 
But even more attractive has been the showing of 
prize catches, memorialized in fishermen’s photo- 
graphs, and mounted fish contributed for this spe- 
cial occasion by the fishermen who competed for 
the best item of interest. 

The obvious lessons from the craft of the sports- 
man may be easily imagined,—persistence, pa- 
tience, ability to learn by experience, the necessity 
of keeping one’s self hidden, and the final thrill of 
the capture. All these will touch the mood and 
mind of your angling and angled audience. 


March 


PALM SUNDAY 


|i there are two days in the calendar of the 
Christian Church when it is unnecessary to 
appeal for a congregation, those days are Palm 
Sunday and Easter Day. Something in the half-. 
forgotten tradition of our Catholic ancestors has 
lingered in our Protestant generation, and on these 
Lenten days churches which ordinarily have to 
fight for attention are thronged to the doors. 

So nothing need be devised or invented to pro- 
mote this occasion. Instead, this is the time when 
we should do our best to challenge and defy the 
seasonal surge. I have watched with amusement 
the trend of advertising in our local and neighbor- 
ing dailies. The greatest amount of announcement 
space is purchased by churches just at Easter-time. 
During the early Fall, the advertising is slow to 
start. Late in the Spring, it withers away into a 
discouraged trickle of listlessness. But at Easter- 
time, the pages are adorned with appeals to come 
to church. Yet this is the time when they will come 
to church anyway, and nothing you can do will 
keep them away. 

The time to bring advertising pressure to bear 
upon a public is during the difficult season. They 
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need the stimulus of publicity compulsion in the 
Fall and the late Spring, and perhaps in the dull- 
ness of a stormy Winter. You do not need to bring 
people out to church at Easter-time. What they 
need on Palm Sunday is a severe drubbing for their 
inexcusable neglect during the heat and the burden 
of the church day. 

So I preach on “ What Price Palm Branches? ”, 
or ‘‘ Cowards and Palms,” or ‘“‘ The Cross and the 
Crowd,” or ‘ The Unknown Hero,”—glorifying the 
simple, sincere, consistent faithfulness of the people 
who really uphold Jesus throughout the year, and 
rebuking the easy superficialities of the big parade 
when “ everybody’s doing it,” and you are out of 
style if you do not go to church. 


April 


APRIL FOOL’S SUNDAY 


ERE is a day for boys and girls. The pixy 
spirit has infected them. They stir with 
pranks aimed at embarrassing their elders. They 
delight to cry out “ April Fool! ” when one of their 
hidden schemes has succeeded. They will even 
come to church with keenest interest when they are 
especially invited to an April Fool’s service. 

So the children of your Intermediate, Junior, and 
Primary Sunday School departments, the Junior 
Young People’s Society, and the grade pupils from 
your public schools deserve and welcome a special 
invitation to your service on the first Sunday in 
April. The invitation itself may be in the form of 
an April Fool’s joke, concealing its real message 
until the last word has been read. 

As for the service, while it need not be too severe 
upon the innocent pranks of happy fun-making, it 
can point out the difference between lives that 
chuckle at another’s misfortune and lives that use 
their own misfortunes as opportunities to warn 
others and save them from our fate. 

Of course, the essence of Christian philosophy 
is the exact contradiction of the April Fool spirit, 
and it can be fairly said that the real April Fool is 
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the boy or girl who takes the prankish jollity be- 
yond the limits of April Fool’s Day. 

One word of warning here. Let the announce- 
ment be as jolly as you can devise. Let careful 
anticipation be rife. But let no trace of the April 
Fool mood tempt you into tricks with the service. 
Never tamper with the experience of prayer for the 
sake of a memorable sensation of humor. Never 
alter the words of a hymn to provoke a ready 
laugh. 

I have recently had an opportunity to test the 
minds of a group of preachers on the subject of 
their favorite hymns. I have discovered on every 
side the wreckage of some great classic hymn, 
ruined because of a silly joke or pun which has 
refused to die out in the memory of its recipient. 
I have decided I shall never be responsible for 
this type of profanation. | 


April 


SPRING HOUSECLEANING SUNDAY 


THER special days have their particular ap- 

peal to particular classes. But there is no 

one in the world who does not respond to the ser- 
monic suggestion on ‘‘ Spring Housecleaning.”’ 

Pastoral calling during the appropriate season 
resolves itself into an embarrassing succession of 
interviews with hurried housewives, their hair 
caught up in towels, with wet wisps straggling over 
the cheeks, apologizing for the condition in which 
the house is revealed. Homes are overturned by 
the volcanic fury of spring housecleaning. And the 
men can be dimly distinguished in the distance 
watching the proceedings and trying to keep out 
of the way. 

Yet all of us ought to have a share in the pro- 
gram of spring housecleaning, for at least once a 
year we should indulge in a clean-up campaign in 
our lives, when the attics of our minds can be 
set in order, the rubbish destroyed, the hidden 
corners explored, and the year begun again with 
self-respect. 

So we make of our special day a reconsecration 
day, and we try to reveal the moral process as 
visibly as the physical one. For instance, we sum- 
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mon all of our housewives by invitation. And most 
of them we find are glad of some particular reason 
to drop, for the time being, the furious frenzy of 
cleanliness and rest back for a few hours of respite 
in the quiet of the church. 

We assemble for our exhibition, in the lobbies 
and in the church, all of those modern appliances 
which electricity and skillful engineering have made 
available for the drudgery of housework. These 
may be obtained from local hardware stores, 
light, heat, and power companies, and other sales’ 
agencies. 

The sermon is usually an attempt to stimulate 
Seasonal, Persistent, Repeated, Intelligent, Needed, 
General Housecleaning in the whole spiritual realm 
of our lives. 


April 


EASTER SUNDAY 


ASTER music, of course, must be featured on 

any church program this day. Our chief dis- 

covery has been in the realm of COREA: 
singing. 

It has become increasingly difficult, I think, to 
interest a congregation in the ordinary program of 
anthems and solos which can be expected from the 
average choir or quartet. Choral numbers are 
notoriously the portions of the service where there 
is a lack of that fine intensity of interest which 
makes for good worship. The mood of the service 
escapes control here if anywhere. But we have 
found that precisely the opposite effect is obtained 
when the congregation itself becomes a great choir, 
trained in the simple technique of choral singing 
and participating in the anthems, with a good quar- 
tet of solo voices to give the leads. 

A large number of the simpler anthems are avail- 
able, the congregation taking the choral passages. 
These they will easily learn through a few rehear- 
sals on the harmonies involved, and these rehearsals 
can themselves be the most interesting part of a 
service of worship, taking place on several Sundays 
in advance of the special day, at the regular time 
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for anthem singing. They can be taught by rote 
through several repetitions, or by the inclusion of 
mimeographed music sheets within the regular 
hymn-books. 

To meet the needs of eat congregational choral 
work, we have arranged special anthems for special 
days, which utilize the solo voices for introductions, 
recitatives, and narrative passages, and call for re- 
sponses from the congregation in stanzas of well- 
known Easter or Christmas hymns. The effect is 
electric. The artificialities of choral groupings by 
parts is entirely eliminated,—basses, tenors, so- 
pranos, and altos being scattered throughout the 
whole auditorium. 

No one who hears two thousand voices joined i in 
a mighty congregational anthem would be satisfied 
thereafter with the ordinary listless response to a 
choral program. We are pressing on with new ex- 
periments in this wide and inviting field. 


April 


BASEBALL SUNDAY 


T was Paul who first dared to couch the Gospel 
in the sporting vernacular of the day. And his 
example has always seemed so daring that it has 
not challenged much general imitation. Now, how- 
ever, with athletic contests occupying as large a 
place in a normal male mind as ever they did on 
the streets of Corinth or Athens, preachers are be- 
ginning to return to the good old days of Paul, and 
are seeking to attract the exuberant spirits of ath- 
letes and their followers to the matchless sport of 
a Christian life. 
_ Unquestionably, baseball is the great American 
game. Unintelligible to most foreigners, it is in- 
stinctive in the nervous system of every normal 
American boy. And hundreds of thousands of boys 
follow the fortunes of their teams with deepest in- 
terest. Hidden in its strategy and technique is 
much that helps to illumine and illustrate the prob- 
lems of the Christian life. 

When the season is beginning, as near to the 
official opening of the professional schedule as we 
can plan it, we invite the members of the local 
league team to be our special guests at the service. 
Many of them prove to be fine, clean-cut young 
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lads who eagerly follow the ministry of the Church 
from that time on and rejoice in the contribution 
which it can make to their lives. With them we 
summon the members of our High School and grade 
school baseball squads, the factory teams, and the 
college diamond stars. 

Of course, the Scripture lesson is taken éfont 
Paul’s sporting philosophy. The hymns are those 
which glorify the great contests for the good life, 
such as “ Fight the Good Fight,” and the sermon 
applies the lessons of the diamond to the affairs 
of Christian striving. ‘ Play Ball! ” (do not be 
satisfied with the réle of critical spectator), ‘“‘ The 
Poison of Sport ” (somebody else must lose if we 
are to win,—the only way to victory is to beat 
somebody else), and ‘ Diamond Dust ” (the humil- 
ity of the home-run hitter and the philosophy of 
the sacrifice hit, the shame of the alibi and the 
cowardice of the quitter) are samples of ideas 
which have proved appropriate. 


May 


MOVING SUNDAY 


UT of every three moves, the Church loses 
one family. We do not trace them through 
promptly enough. They change their locations. 
But we are unaware of it. We do not pass on the 
information to the nearest pastor. We do not re- 
ceive information as to their nearness to us. Mean- 
while, their new environments are tempting them 
to new habits of life. The old ties are temporarily 
broken and no new ties have satisfactorily taken 
their places. The terrible aggregate in inactive 
members, lost addresses, locations unknown,— 
items on our church lists,—constitutes one of the 
scandals of the times. 
Yet it is undeniably true that a very large pro- 
portion of these moves take place on seasonal 
moving days. In our territory these days are 
May 1 and October 1. Most rental contracts 
cover the periods between these fixed moving days. 
The very next Sunday after moving day takes 
place, we make a special drive on the people who 
have changed their addresses. How can we find 
out who they are? The moving-van companies 
can help us. The apartment house owners and 
rental offices will offer their lists. The real estate 
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agents place their information at our disposal, and 
sometimes even the telephone company will help to 
straighten out the tangle for us. 

These recently-moved families like to be invited 
as soon as they have begun to settle their household 
effects. ‘The occasion has something of a New 
Year’s Day flavor in it. The sermon should deal 
with the necessity of moving into a church just as 
promptly as they move into a new place of resi- 
dence. These friends who have shifted their tents 
like Arabs will begin to feel as if the church were 
really a new home to them. 

Organize your ushers to be particularly attentive 
on such a day as this. Let them alertly notice the 
newcomers. Let them have more than the ordinary 
supply of courtesy ready for these prospects. 

As for myself, I always urge that they tarry at 
the church to greet me personally after the service 
is done. Church letters, new decisions, and splen- 
did reconsecrations are thus recorded and carefully 
filed. 


MOTHER’S DAY 


F Mother’s Day goes by default into the hands 
of florists, candy shops, and telegraph com- 
panies, it will be because the Church has allowed 
it to become degraded. This special day has in it 
the possibilities of richest sentiment and real Chris- 
tian devotion. The old hymns which mother loved 
should be sung by the congregation. An increas- 
ingly important musical literature presents oppor- 
- tunities for the choir or quartet. 

Within the mood of the day, I usually use the 
occasion for a sermon addressed to modern young 
men and women out of the atmosphere of respect 
for their mothers. “How Mothers Are Made,” 
“Tomorrow’s Mothers,” “A Mother’s Day Mes- 
sage to Flappers,’’—these have been some of the 


~ titles. 


Rauschenbush has published a beautiful Prayer 
for All Mothers, and there are excellent volumes 
of verse and prose anthologies on ‘“‘ Mother” to 
which any bookstore or library will direct you. I 
have found no volume more suggestive than J. M. 
Barrie’s biography of his mother, which might not 
be easily identified under his title Margaret Ogilvy. 
Rennett C. Miller, of Syracuse, New York, has an 
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inexpensive paper-bound booklet called Mother, 
which is worth its weight in gold. 

We have sent out invitations to all the mothers 
of our Sunday School pupils, our Boy Scouts, our 
Girl Scouts, and all the children we reach. We 
usually notice for particular honor the oldest 
mother present, and the mother who has the great- 
est number of her own children with her. Hotel 
guests in the city are invited in honor of their 
mothers. Even the college students here have set 
aside the week-end for Mother’s Day. Fraternities 
and sororities welcome and entertain in their own 
buildings their visiting mothers, and the Hill pro- 
gram of the week-end is devoted to events which 
will interest those whose hearts anxiously follow 
the events of college life. 


May 


MISSIONS SUNDAY 


T is a rather lamentable fact that the average 
congregation will flee from the average mission 
appeal. And we are no longer able to stimulate an 
interest in the world-wide enterprise of the Church 
by the old-fashioned propaganda methods of re- 
turned missionaries and wild waves of enthusiasm. 
Yet the missionaries are on the fields, and they 
are justly depending upon the home churches for 
their support. And the great commission of the 
Christ still obtains. 

So it becomes necessary for us to discover new 
ways of tapping the benevolence of a jaded crowd 
on behalf of our distant causes. Because our de- 
nominational missionary year ends in the Spring, 
we have attempted an annual Missions Sunday. 
But each time we vary the method of approach. 
We have used a huge geographical sphere as the 
focus of attention, and while it spins upon its ter- 
restrial axis, the sermon has asked the question, 
“How Round Is Your World?” Of course, the 
insistence has been that our world should be round 
enough so that we could realize there are no longer 
any barriers shutting off our responsibilities from 
one another, that we are all one, and that this 
neighborhood must be made a brotherhood. 
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Our church is supporting a whole list of mission- 
aries through the agency of our denominational 
board. One day I began the sermon by writing, 
upon my portable typewriter in the pulpit, a letter 
to these missionaries of ours, stating to them 
frankly, if regretfully, that it would be necessary 
for them to give up their work on their chosen 
fields because our church could not produce money 
enough to support them. i named the things which 
we thought we required as a church and as individ- 
uals. I attempted to defend our selfishness against 
the demands of their sacrifices. But at the end, I 
confessed myself unwilling to sign my name to the 
letter, and I urged upon everyone else who felt as 
I did, heart-sick at the prospect, to send instead 
another letter of encouragement by signing a 
pledge for the missionary budget. ‘This sermon 
was called ‘‘ The Anonymous Letter.” 

One Spring we arranged at various points in the 
structure of the auditorium stars which indicated 
the locations of our missionaries. ‘The distances 
between these stars and the pulpit were propor- 
tioned to the real distances between these mission- 
aries and our church. As the missionary gifts came 
in, their volume was used to enable us to reach the 
various stars one by one with a life-line of help and 
support. None of these devices could be used 
effectively twice, but eack new year must bring 
forth a new idea for visualizing the problem. 


May 


MEMORIAL SUNDAY 


HERE are few National gestures more beauti- 
ful than devotion to the memory of the dead 
whose sacrifice has made the life of our country 
possible. Especially poignant is this experience 
since the last war added its dreadful chapter of 
memories to the fighting recollections of previous 
conflicts. And the annual Memorial Day parade, 
with its tottering quota of aged men and its live 
young veterans swinging gaily along toward the 
flag-bedecked green mounds in the cemeteries, is 
an experience to bring tears to the eyes. 

Yet the Church must take cognizance of the fact 
that what is at its best a beautiful symbol of grati- 
tude, becomes at its worst a terrible breeder of hate 
and suspicion. Unless the Church takes the proper 
precautions, Memorial Day can be responsible for 
a disposition to war on the part of the youngsters 
who have every right to assume that to be a real 
hero one must wait for a real war, and then take 
advantage of it. 

Largely to offset this difficulty, we consistently 
take Memorial Sunday to build up a sense of 
abhorrence for the brutality of war as a method. I 
. once dared to preach a sermon on “ Down with 
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Memorial Day,” in which I insisted upon prohibit- 
ing it unless we could discover in it the hidden 
reality. I have preached on “ Suggestions for the 
Next War,” “ The Nightmare of a Nation,” and 
“ Belgium and You,”—all in an attempt to empha- 
size those spiritual loyalties which should precede 
all material bonds. 

The local patriotic societies generally observe 
Memorial Sunday as a chance for united church- 
going. And they are open to invitation year 
after year, especially if their part in the service is 
recognized more or less publicly. 

But the finest way to utilize the spirit of Memor- 
ial Day for peace is to honor on the Sunday before 
some of the heroes of peace. Let the church pro- 
vide the ways and means for decorating with’ flow- 
ers the graves of its former ministers wherever they 
are buried. Let the city select the most useful 
citizen whose death occurred during the past year, 
and have a sermon summing up the lessons of that 
life while Memorial exercises are planned for the 
grave. Let the prayer-meeting of that week consist 
of contributed recollections of the people in the 
church who have died after years of service. Let 
there be a discussion of the greatest servant of 
mankind whose death occurred during the year. 
Lift the minds of your people to the mighty warfare 
of peace. Thus will you hallow Memorial Sunday. 


June 


NEW MEMBERS’ SUNDAY 


UNE brings us to a difficult month as far as 
church strategy is concerned. Precisely be- 
cause people find it so easy to spend their Sundays 
away from the church worshipping, as they say, 
“the great god of out-of-doors,” our church de- 
termines to place more than usual pressure upon 
the attractiveness of its program. And so June 
each year becomes a reunion month, with special 
groups summoned to the special services on each 
Sunday. 

It so happens that my own ministry in this 
church began with the first Sunday in June. Sol 
make this anniversary Sunday a New Members’ 
Reunion Day. We reserve the body of the church 
for all of the members who have joined the church 
since the beginning of my ministry. The mailing 
list, of course, is available from our church files. 

More than this, we organize each year’s delega- 
tion into a single self-conscious unit, and it is our 
custom to present flowers to each member of the 
year’s delegation which records the largest propor- 
tion of attendance at this reunion. 

Much emphasis is placed through the years upon 
promptly caring for the people who join our church. 

ol 
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A personnel commission is responsible for attach- 
ing them at once to some interesting task in our 
church organization, and of shifting them about 
until they become permanently and happily located 
at work in the church. They are grouped in fami- 
lies, artificial of course, consisting of twelve in a 
given neighborhood, usually with a married couple 
acting as the parents of the family. These “ fami- 
lies”? are established at the Pastor’s Party, de- 
scribed under New Year’s Sunday, and they are 
maintained throughout the year. 

I have consistently repreached on the first Sun- 
day in June the sermon I used when I first entered 
the pulpit of this church. The hymns which were 
sung on that first Sunday are used again, the an- 
thems are repeated in the service order, and the 
people whose names are on record as having been 
present on that day are always especially invited 
to this reunion celebration. Indeed, a veterans’ 
' association is now forming, to include all those who 
were present for my first sermon and have attended 
each reunion anniversary since. 

At the close of each one of these reunion services 
in June, a picture is taken of all of the guests of 
honor, and it is our intention year by year to ex- 
hibit these pictures of recurring reunions from the 
past in the lobbies of our church. 


June 


WEDDING BELLS’ SUNDAY 


OME men deem themselves under compulsion 

to refuse to perform any wedding ceremony in 

which they do not personally know both parties 
and personally understand the situation. 

For myself, I have always believed that when the 
transaction has reached the issuance of a license by 
the city clerk, it has gone too far for me to prevent 
its completion. By that-time I do not have to 
choose whether these young people will be married. 
I only have to choose between marrying them my- 
self, with whatever religious dignity and constraint 
I can inject into the situation, or dismissing them 
to be married by some fat justice of the peace with 
a cigar-stub in his mouth and a disposition to 
“ make it snappy.” 

I do have a conscience, however, after I have 
married them. We keep a careful record. We fol- 
low them up with regular communications. We 
invite letters and conferences from them. We send 
their new-born babies personal letters of welcome 
and of good wishes. And every year we have a 
Wedding Bells’ Reunion. 

Indeed, as I marry them I tell them that they 
will be expected to come to my church at least 
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once a year, and that upon the second Sunday 
in June. 

From all over the country they come, carrying 
out their part of the agreement with me. We en- 
large our nursery facilities for that day in order to 
take care of their babies, and we have a baby show, 
with doctors to judge between these infant types of 
humanity. The young people who cannot come 
send me letters telling me about themselves. 

At the reunion I preach on some such theme as 
“Must the Bloom of Love Go? ”’, “‘ The Secret of 
a Happy Home,” or “ How to be Happy Though 
Married,” and I attempt to apply the principles of 
Jesus to the problems of a Christian home. I can- 
not think of a much more thrilling experience for a 
pastor than to look out over his congregation of 
brides and grooms, and pray for them and for their 
dear ones. 


June 


OLD PEOPLE’S REUNION SUNDAY 


HERE is a terrible blatant modernness about 
a church program which must weary the old 
people who remember a quieter age. They are as 
patient as they can be, but it must be a great strain 
for them. And certainly it is easy for the younger 
generation to forget not only the type of religious 
experience which was characteristic in other years, 
but also the stupendous spiritual achievements 
which the older generation has recorded. The wit- 
ness. which comes from a Christian life which 
covers scores of years ought not to be easily denied. 
Every year we take the third Sunday in June and 
make it an Old People’s Reunion. We organize an 
automobile brigade to bring them safely and with- 
out inconvenience to the church, and take them 
safely home again. In front of our regular rows of 
stiff-backed pews we have some banks of comfort- 
able easy rocking-chairs in which they may be 
seated. We use a little old reed organ for the 
music, instead of the more stately but more distant 
concert instrument in the organ galleries. We sing 
the simple hymns of the past generations, and the 
Scripture lessons which we read are the old, old 
favorites. 
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Then I try to preach on “ The Old-Time Re- 
ligion,” or “Does Faith Endure? ”, or ‘‘ These 
Witnesses,’’—all in an attempt to carry over into 
our sophisticated modern consciousness the beauti- 
ful sincerity of these triumphant lives. We find the 
oldest gentleman and the oldest lady present, and 
honor them with books that will be appropriate 
and helpful. 

Old ministers or retired ministers in our vicinity 
are invited to have parts in the service. The old 
people from our homes and country farms are made 
our special guests and are asked to join with their 
aged Christian friends in a day of testimony and 
worship. And at the end we take the inevitable 
picture, which is added to our precious gallery of 
reunion photographs. 


June 


COMMENCEMENT SUNDAY 


Y the last Sunday in June, we have shifted our 
attention swiftly from the old people to the 
young, for by this time the High Schools are gradu- 
ating their students and there is a chance to have 
for a few moments the attention of the most prom- 
ising group in modern life. I say sincerely that I 
should rather talk to High School students just as 
they are about to graduate than to any other people 
in the world. What one says then, if it be at all 
worthy, will be remembered in terms of life-quality 
through all the years. 

There are several High Schools in this city, and 
we organize our Baccalaureate Service on the last 
Sunday night in June around the senior class or- 
ganizations instead of attempting to get the official 
lists from the Board of Education or the school 
principals. I call a committee meeting of the presi- 
dents of the graduating classes. We have a cup 
which is awarded in competition to the class whose 
cooperation in the Baccalaureate Service is the 
most effective. 

This codperation takes several forms. First we 
have a careful registration of all the High School 
seniors as they come into the auditorium, and the 
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percentage of the class attending constitutes one 
criterion for judgment. But we set aside our gal- 
lery that night altogether for the use of the young 
people. And the classes themselves are responsible 
for the decorative scheme that prevails in the sec- 
tions where they are seated. Then the presidents 
are asked to have some part in the service, and now 
and then we invite the High School principals to be 
on the platform and share the program. Upon all 
of these points, the cup is awarded for a period of 
one year, just as in inter-scholastic athletic events. 

This cup succeeds in preserving the tradition of 
the service from year to year, for it is formally 
presented to the school at the opening of the next 
school year in the Fall, when the new seniors have 
taken the place of the victorious class. 

I preach on such themes as “ The Quest of 
Youth,” “ We'll Tell the World,” “‘ What Are You 
Worth? ”, “ Life’s Examination,” or “ How to Be 
Angry.” Before the service is done, each class is 
allowed to sing.to the accompaniment of the organ 
its class anthem. \ 


\ 
\ 


July 


INDEPENDENCE SUNDAY 


NE glance at Chicago, engaged in its recent 

turmoil over the threatened invasion of King 
George, will reveal what happens to American 
sentiment when the Church allows the claims of 
Independence Day to go unchallenged. The 
traditions of exploding fire-crackers, bombastic 
speeches and gay parades, blaring band music and 
military uniforms have combined to make the 
message of the day a renewal of abhorrence for 
English rule. 

While we are remembering how proud we are to 
be free, we need to be reminded that never was the 
world bound by force of circumstances so com- 
pletely into a small unit of human life than today. 
It is simply impossible to be independent now. 
There was a day in more primitive civilization when 
a vast territory like ours could be comparatively 
self-supporting and self-sufficient. But the items 
of our breakfast menu are gathered now from all 
over the world, and airplanes soar from continent 
to continent, and disease and the radio recognize 
no barriers nor walls. 

So, summoning all true patriots to a special 
service, sometimes by formal invitations to the 
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organizations, sometimes by printed announce- 
ments distributed in the Fourth of July parade 
crowds, we send out a message on such a theme as 
“‘Inter-Dependence Day,” or ‘‘ The Crack in the 
Liberty Bell,” or “The Declaration of Depend- 
ence’ (for our own sacred document begins with 
an explicit avowal of faith in God). 

Exhibits of articles which we constantly use, but 
which must be imported from afar, will prove help- 
ful introductions to the mood of the service. We 
have invited all members of our congregation who 
were born in other countries to be our special guests 
at the prayer-meeting preceding the Fourth of July 
celebration. Then we have asked them to describe 
for us “ Religion in My Native Land.” We use 
flags for decorations, but they are the flags of all 
the nations, not only our own. Even the hymns we 
choose are those whose composition and inspiration 
we owe to other lands. Thus Luther and Addison 
and Wesley and Watts can help us celebrate our 
Independence Day. 


September 


LABOR SUNDAY 


_T is notoriously one of the hardest days in the 
year to fill a church. The end of the vacation 
season, the last holiday week-end of the worker’s 
Summer, the general apathy of a church year not 
yet under way,—these seem like insurmountable 
barriers to a good Sunday. 

We make an attempt to get our own church peo- 
ple back in respectable numbers by planning our 
annual Fall Pastor’s Picnic for two hundred of our 
central church officials on Labor Day itself, using 
the whole holiday for a retreat of recreation and 
planning. We have at the morning service on Sun- 
day our first Fall Communion, refusing to put it off 
until some more convenient season. Our musical 
program gets completely under way without a 
week’s delay, and “ full steam ahead ” is the chal- 
lenging slogan from the very first. 

For the evening program on Labor Sunday, we 
really celebrate the day. Before the Summer vaca- 
tion begins, we have approached the various labor 
union leaders with invitations addressed to the 
union, so that the men themselves may have the 
notices of our plans. A mailed invitation is sent 
to each man whose name is supplied us by the 
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Union secretaries. Printed announcements are 
distributed at shop and factory entrances on the 
Friday before. A prominent local labor leader is 
asked to speak Labor’s message to the Church. I 
usually reply very briefly on such a theme as 
“‘ Christ, the Carpenter,” or ‘‘ Comrade Jesus,” or 
‘A Labor Day Prescription.” 

The main feature of the evening is a Labor forum 
in which the Labor men themselves are invited to 
ask the questions which they have long wished to 
direct to the Church. 

Labor has heard the Church talk too much. 
Labor has something to say to the Church. I do 
my very best to deal with all these questions 
frankly and fairly. Surely there is no more ap- 
propriate day to let them talk, and to attempt to 
answer their queries than Labor Sunday. 


September 


HOME-COMING SUNDAY 


/'URELY every church starts slowly enough in 
the Fall. Tempting Autumn weather and the 
prolonging of the vacation season makes for slow 
going during September unless there is unusual 
stimulation. 

We have adopted two devices which have helped 
in our situation. First, we have our annual Labor 
Day picnic, corresponding to the Memorial Day 
picnic in the Spring, and summoning into council 
for a whole day of careful planning the central 
church officials upon whom the plans for our future 
destiny depend. Away from the city, undisturbed 
by telephone calls, with our meals provided, we are 
enabled to do more in a single day than weeks of 
desultory, fragmentary conferences would accom- 
plish. And each officer who is elected to a respon- 
sible position in our church understands at the 
outset that he assigns Labor Day and Memorial 
Day each year specifically to the church. This ap- 
plies to our official group. 

For our general church constituency, we have a 
special Sunday which we call ‘“‘ Home-Coming 
Day.” It coincides, in turn, with the Rally Day 
of our Sunday School. We use our Centurion 
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organization to stimulate by parish contacts a mo- 
mentum toward this prompt beginning of the Fall 
program. A system of Communion attendance 
records, by means of which we check the monthly 
appearance of each member of the church, makes 
available the list of the people who have for one 
reason or another failed to exhibit consistent inter- 
est in the church during the late months of the 
Spring. Upon them our attention is centered. We 
make every effort to have them begin the Fall sea- 
son by attending the Home-Coming Day service. 

I have preached on such subjects as “ All, All, 
All Ready,” or ‘‘ Hats Off, Shoes Off, Coats Off,” or 
“The Recreation of Conversion” (exploring the 
possibilities of renewing one’s strength by winning 
other people to Jesus). It is surprising to discover 
how much it means to our general constituency that 
we are actually and confidently expecting things to 
begin in earnest by the second Sunday in Septem- 
ber, for they follow with accuracy our anticipations 
for them. , 


September 


FRESHMAN’S SUNDAY 


T happens that we are located near the campus 
of a great university, with four thousand stu- 
dents listed every year. Considerably over a thou- 
sand of these are new people each year, and many 
of them are tasting the experiences of campus-city- 
life for the first time. When we have given them 
what we can give in four years, they will be set 
loose upon the world, to be more influential in 
molding the life of the future than any correspond- 
ing group. It is with unusual seriousness, there- 
fore, that this church approaches the problem of 
interesting the Freshmen. 

We have discovered that the first Sunday makes 
all the difference in the world, and we have so im- 
pressed this point upon the university authorities 
- that they have now agreed to the proposal that lists 
of Freshmen should be furnished to the interested 
churches as promptly as they are furnished to the 
treasurer of the university or to the supervisors of 
the dormitories. | 

Just as soon as we discover who these Freshmen 
are and where they live, we send them, one and all, 
a cordial letter of invitation to our church. We 
have printed in advance a supply of handy blotters, 
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which are distributed by students who are members 
of our church, to the registering Freshmen during 
the tedious hours of entering upon the courses. To 
the Freshmen of our own denomination who have 
been commended to us by their pastors or by their 
parents, we attempt personal contact through our 
own church staff and through the use of upper- 
classman students of our denomination upon whose 
interest in our church we can depend. 

I have used as themes, “‘ Why Faith Fears Edu- 
cation,” ‘One Wasted Year,” “ A Bid to My Fra- 
ternity,” and “If I Were a Freshman.” 

Out of the students of our own denomination, we 
attempt to organize a student church, which in- 
volves no transfer of membership from their own 
home-church and which grants them an independ- 
ent church life, with a separate missionary budget, — 
etc. But they do attend our public worship ser- 
vices, and they do promise that they will be avail- 
able for specific duties in the tasks of our church. 


September 


MEN’S SUNDAY 


HE September plans reach their climax in what 
we call ‘‘ Men’s Day” in our church. Our 
men’s Bible classes are responsible for much of the 
planning and preparations. But we make a com- 
plete and ambitious assault upon the entire men’s 
life of our town. The invitation is presented before 
all of the luncheon clubs. Hidden in the factory 
pay-envelopes are notices of the meeting. Big 
posters announce the program where streams of 
men pass them. Automobiles carry the message 
stamped against their windows. And the football 
crowds gathered for the first games of the season 
are apprised of the fact that they will enjoy one of 
the big sporting sensations of the year on Men’s 
Day at our church. 

Instead of our usual choir, we use a men’s chorus. 
The entire lower portion of our auditorium is re- 
served for men. All women are asked to take their 
places in the galleries. Women serve as ushers up- 
stairs, leaving our regular force to take charge 
down-stairs. 

Some outstanding layman from the city, not a 
member of our church, is invited to participate 
briefly on behalf of the town. We have made our 
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slogan “‘ A Thousand Men at Church,” and it is a 
terrifying, thrilling experience to hear a thousand 
men sing the great marching songs of Christian 
experience, while the women in the galleries listen 
in respectful silence. 

This event is certain to jam our church to the 
doors. It is a very impressive experience for the 
young college men whose interest in our church has 
just been stimulated by our Freshman’s Night. 
Altogether it serves as an effective entrance into 
the complete program of the Fall season. 


Like the crowd’s hoarse yell 
When the score is tied, 
_ And a half-back speeds 
Down the gridiron’s side— 
That’s the thrill of Men’s Day. 


Like the breathless hush 

While the bleachers wait 
In @ silent crush 

For the last batter’s fate— 
That’s the thrill of Men’s Day. 


Like the memory 
Of a mother’s prayer, 
And a boy’s glad hope 
To do and dare— 
That's the thrill of Men’s Day. 


October 


BIBLE SUNDAY 


T can be nothing less than discouraging to 
notice how many Bibles are sold nowadays 
and to know how few of them are read. The per- 
ennial examinations of students reveal by their 
absurd answers how little the message of the Bible 
has penetrated youthful life. And despite the fact 
that new ways of translating and printing the Bible 
into a more appealing book have been the marvel 
of the publishing world, we have not succeeded in 
winning the attention of the world to the message 
of the Scriptures. 

Bible Sunday is a helpful possibility on our 
church program. We have held in connection with 
it an exhibit of old or of particularly interesting 
editions, and this has called forth Bibles of ex- 
traordinary character, varying from the tiny 
vest-pocket editions which must be read with a 
magnifying glass, to the huge illustrated editions 
characteristic of family-life in a previous gener- 
ation. With these old volumes, I have exhibited 
some of the newer adaptations of the Bible-story 
for child and adult minds, hoping to recommend 
some solution for the family that wants to read the 
Bible but does not know how to get the right ver- 
sion for its purpose. 
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On one occasion we set ourselves to write the 
Bible complete in a single day. Large ruled blank 
sheets were provided and carefully numbered. To 
each blank sheet there was attached a printed page 
from a Bible volume. The blank sheets were dis- 
tributed, one to each person at the morning service 
on Bible Sunday, and they were to be returned 
filled out with the attached Bible passage at the 
evening service that same day. Each page was 
signed by its writer, and an award was made for 
the neatest page of all. The idea caught like wild- 
fire. Our church was the center of busy interest all 
day long. Early the next week, the pages were 
bound with a leather cover into a magnificent 
hand-written Bible, which remains one of the most 
precious treasures in all our archives. 

I have preached on these occasions along such 
lines as “The World’s Greatest Preachers” (the 
twenty-six English letters whose combinations 
make up the Bible message), or “Let’s Write a 
Modern Bible.” | 


October 


PLEDGE SUNDAY 


E make no apology for presenting the claims 

of our church upon the finances of our con- 

gregation at least once a year. We do, however, 

try to take away from this procedure its monoto- 

nous humdrum by presenting a new device with 
each new opportunity. 

We have preached on “ Fares, Please,” and 
“Thanks for the Buggy Ride,” as preludes to 
pledge-taking. We have used thermometers and 
dials and speedometers. But in all our experience, 
we have never discovered a more interesting ap- 
proach than the one used last year. 

Silencing the inquiries of our Board of Trustees 
and our Finance Committee with hints which led 
them to believe that I was planning a very prosaic 
attempt along the old lines, I succeeded in prepar- 
ing a secret without having them suspect a thing. 
I sent a letter to every member and every con- 
tributor in our church and congregation, asking 
them to help me surprise the financial officers of 
our church by mailing me in advance of the Pledge 
Sunday their own personal pledges, thus enabling 
me to have the whole enterprise underwritten before 
I began my customary pledge sermon. 
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With each letter went a card indicating the 
amount of the pledge for last year and suggested 
proportionate increase, and the total which the 
pledge would then reach for next year. All of this 
was made out with my own pen in hand, and con- 
stituted a part of the secret. 

It was a good thing to have the amount of last 
year’s pledge before their eyes, together with a 
suggested total, for in many, many cases the sug- 
gested increase was accepted. That Sunday morn- 
ing, at the end of the usual plea for loyalty to the 
program of the church, I was enabled to summon 
the Trustees, as if to help me, and to present to 
them great trays piled high with cards, represent- 
ing the pledges which had been prepared in antici- 
pation and mailed to me personally for this purpose. 
We even had uniformed telegraph boys come strid- 
ing down the aisles carrying the trays and announc- 
ing as they came the aggregate of the pledges. The 
pledges were checked against our church list, and 
on the afternoon of that same day a large can- 
vassing committee covered such members and pros- 
pects as had not found it possible to share in the 
surprise. 


October 


FOOTBALL SUNDAY 


HIS is a town which goes wild over football. 

What American town does not? ‘The great 
annual sport’s event occurs when our University 
meets its traditional rival in mortal combat. Of 
course, the Church could stand aside and witness 
this vast focusing of emotion in a stadium with 
disdain and criticism. 

But we have discovered that the drama of the 
situation can be utilized by the Church to stimulate 
a respect for religion on the part of those who 
already have respect for football prowess. So we 
have made it a tradition in our own church to use 
the Sunday after this annual sport’s classic for a 
discussion of the fine points of the game under the 
light of the message of Jesus. 

It is my conviction that some day it will be pos- 
sible for someone to restore the lost glamor of the 
Christian faith until religion becomes as exciting 
and as all-absorbing a thing as the finest football 
game could be. I believe that it was just that in 
the early Apostolic days. And I am waiting for 
the day when we find out how to dramatize it thus 
for a modern generation. 

Meanwhile, I dare not pass by the opportunity 
to claim a hearing from these proud, clean-limbed 
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youngsters who revel in the thrills of the game, who 
would sacrifice almost anything that their own team 
might win, who foolishly bet, from a mistaken sense 
of loyalty, and who, unless they are warned by the 
church, learn so little from the shifting gridiron 
panorama about their spiritual problems. 

We summon them by means of ads printed in the 
program of the big day, posters on the ticket boxes, 
tiny score-cards furnished as they enter the sta- 
dium, with blanks for a record of the game’s shifts, 
and an invitation on the back of the card announc- 
ing Football Sunday at the church. | 


November 


ELECTION SUNDAY 


F course, if our citizenship is in heaven and 
we have no share in the State under whose 
auspices we live, then Election Day deserves no 
place in the calendar of the Church. But if we do 
assume as Christians some responsibility for the 
developments of life around us, then the Church 
has the right to attempt an interpretation of citi- 
zenship duties in the spirit of Jesus. 

I believe that unless there is a distinct issue of 
moral clarity involved, a preacher takes sides at his 
own great risk so far as public pronouncement goes. 
But surely the Church should encourage intelligent 
discussion, careful thinking, and conscientious vot- 
ing. For that reason, we throw open our audito- 
rium for weeks before Election, and welcome forum 
sessions over which the pastor presides and in 
which protagonists on disputed issues debate and 
submit themselves to queries from the floor. 

It is for this reason that I periodically preach 
the sermon entitled “‘ Are You an Idiot? ”, in which 
I laugh to scorn the aloofness of the citizen who 
takes no share in his country’s decisions. 

But I believe we can go further than this. In 
states where voting machines are used, we can ask 
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to have installed in our churches sample machines 
so that voters may familiarize themselves with the 
operations of these complicated pieces of machinery 
and feel confident when they enter the polling place 
on Election Day. Where the old-fashioned ballots 
are the rule, these ballots should be exhibited on 
the Sunday before Election Day, to prevent the in- 
dividual from feeling lost when confronted with a 
bewildering tangle of choices. And in the case 
where Amendments are presented in a Referendum, 
they should be generally circulated and wisely and 
honestly interpreted as a part of the Church’s duty 
to the State. 

I do not claim to know enough to tell my people 
with any degree of authority which way they ought 
to vote. But I do claim that I do know enough to 
tell them that they should vote, and I know them 
well enough to know that they appreciate my help 
in the intricate technique of registering a choice. 


November 


ARMISTICE SUNDAY 


NOTHER day has swung into the calendar of 

the Christian Church, like a new star in the 

galaxy of the heavens. It is brighter as the years 

pass by, though it arose out of the darkness of 
great tragedy. It is Armistice Day. 

The American Legion and the Veterans of For- 
eign Wars have rightly asserted their claims to the 
day. The Church has blandly allowed them to 
manage the matter. Yet no one can watch the sit- 
uation without being aware that Armistice Day is 
in danger of becoming an annual orgy of hate and 
resentment. Boys and girls are in danger of being 
led to believe that a generation without a war is a 
generation which has missed the real delights of 
life. It is curious to notice how the Church has 
been forced to accept some of these special days 
because they represent in themselves the highest 
Christian ideals. But it has been forced to assert 
itself in connection with other days because of the 
danger that they be used to betray our finest 
Christianity. 

I should never have an Armistice Day service 
without inviting The American Legion and the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars to attend. And they will 


77 


78 ARMISTICE SUNDAY 


not resent straight talk from someone who is not 
afraid of them, especially if that someone happens 
to be a rightful member of both organizations. 
They can recall without difficulty how ugly the 
War was. And they are not interested in the 
tinselled lines about its jolly good humor. 

I always do my best to make an opening for my- 
self in at least one High School in connection with. 
Armistice Day, for here are the youngsters who 
need to see war in its true light. But at the 
Armistice Sunday service, I preach without apology 
upon such titles as “‘ Ex-Service Men ” (does peace 
muster you out of devoted patriotism? ), ‘ The Foes 
of Peace” (the indifference, the intolerance, and 
the indolence of its friends), ‘“‘ The Big Parade,” 
“The Greatest Navy in the World,” or “ The 
Strategy of Foch” (“ He that ruleth his spirit is 
greater than he that taketh a city ”). 


November 


FATHER’S SUNDAY 


ERE is another special holiday which the 
Church could not neglect. Started very re- 
cently as a balance influence for Mother’s Day, it 
has made its own way, fostered by the Young 
Men’s Christian Associations throughout the world. 
Here near a college campus, our first duty is to 
encourage Father’s Day at the college, and it is 
now rapidly becoming one of the great events of 
the year, with hundreds of fathers journeying 
across the miles to spend the week-end with their 
boys in fraternities and dormitories, at the football 
game, and in church on Sunday. 

But college community or no, it is perfectly pos- 
sible to utilize the day to encourage that comrade- 
ship between father and son which is often so 
fatally lacking. We send out invitations to all the 
fathers of all our Sunday School children. We ask 
the men in the church to bring their sons. We in- 
troduce the fathers to the congregation by age and 
by the size of their families. 

“ Faith of Our Fathers ” rings through our cor- 
ridors as the special hymn of the day. Such ser- 
mon titles as “ Bringing Up Father,” “ The World 
from Three-Foot-Three,”’ ‘So’s Your Young 
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Man,” and ‘Ask Dad, He Knows,” have been 
used to interpret one generation to another. 

Here let me call attention to our constant attempt 
to tie up) the Sunday services with the midweek 
meetings. Frequently I announce on Sunday that 
the midweek congregations will be asked to discuss 
the sermon of the day at the next prayer-meeting. 
Frequently we propose to discuss on Wednesday 
night the theme of the following Sunday. 

And these discussions are often in the form of 
debates, in which I take the part of the devil’s 
advocate. I have argued the silly futility of 
prayer, for instance, and have dared my midweek 
congregation to refute me, as a fitting prelude to 
our Day of Prayer. I have presented on successive 
midweek occasions what an Atheist, an Agnostic, 
a scientific materialist, a Mohammedan, a Con- 
fucianist, etc., thinks of Christianity, and have in- 
vited an answer to these outlandish points of view 
from my people. It sharpens their wits and makes 
them more confident. 

But just before Father’s Sunday, we have a de- 
bate between two boys and two fathers on “‘ What’s 
Wrong with the Home? ”, in which discussion the 
congregation is invited to join, after the formalities 
of debate are over. 


November 


THANKSGIVING SUNDAY 


ERE is a chance for a pageant. If you try 
one on Christmas, you will find yourself con- 
fronted with the great difficulties involved in pre- 
senting dramatically the scenes of the manger birth 
without giving offense. If you attempt it on Easter, 
you must somehow manage the scene at the tomb, 
and with meager church stage facilities you are 
balked at the outset. But on Thanksgiving Sun- 
day, the opportunity is inviting. 

First, let me indicate two types of new approach 
to the problem of dramatic production in a church. 
Instead of having your characters memorize and 
speak their lines after long hours of study and re- 
hearsal, and with great chances of final failure, it is 
now the thing to have a single voice, preferably the 
pastor’s, read the story while the characters act out 
the situation in silence. William Russell Bowie’s 
pageants, “ The Soldier of Bethlehem,” ‘“ The 
Pageant of the Kings,” and ‘‘ The Search for the 
Grail” are all based on this plan. It is capable of 
wide variation. Even Scripture readings can be 
enlivened by its wide adaptations. 

But there is also the new technique by means of 
which pictures to illustrate your story can be com- 
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posed with living figures in the jet darkness of an 
evening service, can be interpreted and related to 
the theme by a reading from a hidden pulpit desk, 
and can be shown one by one as the lights brighten 
slowly up, revealing the tableau scenes. Then 
darkness again, and a new scene prepared, while 
the voice reads on. 

Very little scenic material is necessary, costuming 
may be simple, no frame nor curtain is required, 
and the most inexperienced amateurs can do an 
excellent job at it, if under careful direction. 

For Thanksgiving Sunday, for instance, the 
pageant can repeat the story of ‘‘ The First Thanks- 
giving Celebration,” or tableaux can be used to re- 
call ‘‘ Great Moments in American History,” ‘“‘ Why 
We Are Thankful for This Year,” “ The Story of 
Our Own City,” etc. 


December 


SCHOOL SUNDAY 


URELY the Church has never fully realized its 

stake in the work of the public schools. Our 
Sunday Schools have to be content with a few brief 
minutes each week, even when the children regu- 
larly attend. But the school teachers have hours 
that mount into days, and our children’s lives are 
more definitely molded by what the teachers do 
than by what the parents do or by what the 
pastors do. 

Acting upon this assumption, our church ap- 
points itself a welcoming host to our school teach- 
ers when they enter upon the program of each new 
school year. Here in our city, they constitute alone 
a huge churchful. We invite each one of them per- 
sonally to attend this special service in their honor. 
The names may be obtained through an index kept 
by the Board of Education, and in addition to these 
personal letters which go to them, we post an- 
nouncements on the bulletin boards of the schools 
in which they are serving, and in some cases ask 
the principals to allow us to insert in the school 
mail-boxes a further form of invitation. 

We ask our Sunday School pupils for the names 
of their public school teachers, and special letters 
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of invitation are sent to them on behalf of the boy 
or girl. We ask the parents of our children to 
make immediate personal contact with the teachers 
of their boys and girls, inviting them to church and 
establishing an acquaintanceship that must be made 
to last through the year. 

We make a special appeal to the new teachers 
who have never had duties in our city system 
before. Even the members of the Board of Educa- 
tion, the superintendents, and the principals are 
asked to attend to demonstrate their interest in the 
enterprise. 

I have preached on “ The Little-Read School 
Teacher,” or ‘Constantine and the Public 
Schools.” I have found Rauschenbush’s Prayer for 
All Teachers eminently fitting; and Maltbie D. 
Babcock’s Prayer for School Days touches a re- 
sponsive chord in every teacher’s heart. 


December 


MUSIC SUNDAY 


HURCH singing has become a farce. The 
words we sing roll from our tongues without 
the slightest mental impression. Hymns have be- 
come meaningless through much repetition, and we 
are capable of singing the most outlandish expres- 
sions which to an outsider must seem exceedingly 
pagan, while we are not disturbed in the slightest 
degree. 

There is growing, however, a determination on 
the part of the Church to be responsible for the 
messages of its hymns. And toward this purpose a 
Music Sunday is an admirable aid. Stereopticon 
slides can be used to illustrate the hymns on this 
occasion. A separate composer or hymn-writer 
may be studied in connection with his or her pro- 
ductions. “The Romance of Fanny Crosby ” 
opens up the astonishing volume of her writings. 
“The Songs of Zion ” may introduce the contribu- 
tion of music to the morale of a people and a 
church. Great Catholic hymns, great Methodist 
hymns, etc., will serve to open the eyes of your 
people to the treasures of song which they have 
received from hymn-writers outside their own 
communions. 
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The congregation can ballot on its favorite 
hymns or on the hymns it does not like, and why. 
And the material thus gained will provide sugges- 
tions for several sermons. Or an analysis of some 
of the great Negro spirituals will serve to submit 
our more formal religion to the simple demands of 
their intimate faith. 

Psychology is teaching us that we are happy be- 
cause we sing, instead of sing because we are 
happy. Well, then, let us teach our people to sing, 
and let their songs be the great classics of Chris- 
tian experience which they can understand and 
truly love. 


December 


FAMILY SUNDAY 


HE day of the family pew is gone. No longer 
does a name-plate inform the passerby of the 
expected occupants of any given place in the 
church. No longer is it the expected thing that 
mother and father and all the children should 
dress and go to worship regularly on Sunday morn- 
ing. Yet something very beautiful passed when 
families were broken up into units and separated 
throughout the church building in order to be 
taught religion by grades. Perhaps one Sunday a 
year is due the family as a unit. 

We send word to all our families, asking them to 
set aside this one day, at least, for united worship. 
Sometimes we have assigned them special pews 
which become for that day at least their own 
family places. 

We honor with special notice the largest family 
present together. We sing the songs that once 
were used for family worship. Instead of formal 
pulpit furniture, we use for the preacher a simple 
reading table and an arm-chair, as if we were in the 
living room at home. And there may be a sem- 
blance of a fireplace on the pulpit, its red glow 
genially suggesting the intimacies of a hearth-circle. 
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It is not amiss to call attention to the fact that 
Jesus trusted so much of the meaning of his teach- 
ing to words and phrases which came out of family 
experience, that the finest word he could think of 
for God was “ Father,” that the most meaningful 
revelation of moral responsibility he ever revealed 
can be understood only out of a family experience. 

At the midweek meeting, before this service, your 
people will be glad to describe, sometimes with 
pardonable exaggeration perhaps, “The Religion 
of My Home.” 

Surely, in these days of wrecked marriages 
and irresponsible alliances, the Church must take 
some time to glorify the beauty of a home. 


December 


CHRISTMAS SUNDAY 


UR Christmas plans always focus around the 

Municipal Christmas tree. It happens that 

our church stands beside the Circle used by the city 

for its great civic celebration just before Christmas. 

Our chimes ring out the summons to the carols, and 

the light from the glowing tree shines full upon 
our entrance. 

Because the program which the city provides 
takes place on Sunday night and summons to the 
Christmas tree hundreds of little children from our 
city streets, we attempt to gear our church program 
to please them. And we invite them with their 
parents and friends to come into our church audi- 
torium, as soon as the Municipal outdoor service is 
done, where we promise them warmth and light and 
a happy Christmas party. Perhaps a half hour 
intervenes before our regular evening service-time, 
and in this half hour we have them sing some 
Christmas carols, illustrated with stereopticon 
slides, or show them a jolly movie of the life of 
Santa Claus, or some brave Christmas adventure. 

Then the evening service, made brief and bright 
and various in its moods, proceeds upon its accus- 
tomed way, with the children in our midst often 
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falling asleep upon strange laps, but happy in the 
welcome of a friendly church. 

All of our Sunday School parties are held by 
departments during the course of the Holiday 
weeks. The church encourages the use of its build- 
ing for such social affairs. But at Christmas time, 
we try to make the occasions opportunities for serv- 
ing others. Even our own children are taught to 
invite poor little children to share in their fun. 
The orphans are made happy, the hospitals are 
visited, our missionaries are provided with glorious 
Christmas boxes. We seek to minister, not to be 
ministered unto. 

Dickens’ Christmas Carol forms the center of 
one of our midweek meetings each year, for the 
laughs and the tears that come from the old pas- 
sages as they are simply read, provides the greatest 
possible discipline toward helping in the sentiment 
just before Christmas,—‘I am as good as I 
can be.” | 
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This new book on prayer by Miss Thurston_is so vividly 
informing and suggestive as to insure for ib a host of 
appreciative readers among young folks for whom it was 
especially written. It grew directly out of their difficulties, 


BY THE SAME AUTHOR 
The Open Gate to Prayer 
Distribution edition, art boards 60c; papér, net, 25c. 
‘A. GORDON MacLENNAN, Compiler 


Prayers of John Wanamaker 


Third Volume, ( $1.25 

A third volume of the helpful, public prayers of the 
great merchant which are part of the legacy he left to 
the ages. Like its predecessors, the new volume gives 
evidence of a deep earnestness and an almost child-like 
simplicity and faith, which demonstrates how humbly and 
devoutly John Wanamaker walked and talked with God. 


JOHN ELLIOTT WISHART, D.D., LL.D. 


The Fact of Prayer 
Its Problems and Possibilities. Introduction by 
Prof. Melvin G. Kyle, D.D. 1.75 
Clear and convincing, this work provides a solid founda- 
tion for Christian belief in the value and validity of prayer 
between man and God. This book is one for both scholar 
and layman—it satisfies both mind and heart. 


STUDIES OF CHRIST 


ROBERT EF, SPEER 


Seeking the Mind of Christ 
A Survey of Truths as Revealed in the New 


Testament and in Christian Experience. $1.50 
“Filled with the very soul of scriptural teaching most 
deeply spiritual and vital in every outreach; a book of 
sound doctrine. Dr. Speer’s well-known staunchness and 
virility in Christian faith will be appreciated at once. 
Familiarity with this volume should put iron in the blood 
of Christian thinking, boldness in Christian aspiration, and 
meaning in Christian service.”—Christian Evangelist. 


JAMES M. GRAY, DD. 
President Moody Bible Institute, Chicago 


My Faith in Jesus Christ 
A Personal Testimony. $1.50 


‘All who have read Dr. Gray’s works know his un- 
shakable faith in the Bible as the word of God. He al- 
ways writes with a clear, earnest, positive tone. In this 
book he discusses the Trinity, the virgin birth, the atone- 
ment, the second aornee and various other phases of the 
work of the Master. There is not a dry line in the whole 
volume, and it is worth the attention of all who love the 
old Book and the old faith.”—Christian Standard. 

: BN 


WILLIAM EVANS, PhD., DD. 


Author of “After Death—What Then?” ete. 


Christ’s Last Message to His Church 


An Exposition of the Seven Letters to the 
Seven Churches (Revelation). $1.75 

“We consider this volume eminently helpful. It is pro- 
found in its searching, penetrating in its investigation, 
and remarkably original in its conclusions. If you want 
to read a book that will give you a spiritual interpretation 
of the seven churches as though they were living to-day, 
you will be delighted with this volume.”—Western Chnis- 
tian Advocate. 


J. PATERSON SMYTH, DD. 


A People’s Life of Christ 


New Pocket Edition. | Round corners, $1.50 

Standard Library Edition. Cloth, $2.50 

Bishop Charles Fiske, D.D., says: ‘Tells the old, old 
story in a modern way, every chapter a vivid picture; the 
brief history of the Great Life told with the skill and 
interest of present day biography. Ought to be as popu- 
lar in our day as Farrar’s was in his.” 


PRESENT DAY EVANGELISM 


EDGAR WHITAKER WORK, D.D. 
Author of “The Bible and English Literature,” Ete. 
Every Minister His Own Evangelist 


A Contribution to Belief in Revival. $1.50 
For years a successful evangelistic preacher and pastor 
in Presbyterian pulpits (until recently in the Fourth 


Church, New York City), Dr. Work now puts his ex- 
perience, methods ane inspiration within the reach of other 
ministers. With the help of the information here given 
it is in the power of practically every man and woman 
in the ministry to conduct effective evangelistic work. 


8.'M. SHOEMAKER, JR. 
Rector Calvary Protestant Episcopal Church, N. Y. 


Children of the Second Birth 


A Narrative of Spiritual Miracles in a City 
Parish. $1 1.56 


This “clinic in regeneration” of Mr. Shoemaker’s, ir 
contrast with “Twice-Born Men,” which Harold Begbie 
wrote as the work of an observer and journalist, is pre- 
sented by the “operator” himself. First one group, then 
another entered into the larger experience, each one telling 
his neighbors, and kindling new_ fires of devotion in 
numerous other Christian lives. The personal narratives 
furnish varieties of Christian experience vividly and in- 
spiringly presented. 


CHARLES REED ZAHNISER, PH.D. 


Executive Secretary, Pittsburgh Councit of the 
Churches of Christ 


Casework Evangelism 


Studies in the Art of vga ten Personal Work. 
Introduction by Charles M. Sheldon, D.D. $1.50 


‘If pastors, teachers in Bible schools, civic clubs, wel- 
fare and*evangelistic committees will study this work and 
be guided ea its great common sense and true methods 
of approach to needy humanity, it will be a splendid aid 
to the methods that sepplement and complement the work 
of the Church. Ib reveals new truths about old humanity.” 
—Dr. Charles M. Sheldon. 


CHARLES L. GOODELL, D.D. 


Executive Secretary Commission on Evangelism and 
tfe Service, Federal Council of Churches 
Christ tn America 


Motives and Methods in Modern 
Evangelism $1.50 


“As an author in the field of evangelism Dr. Goodell 
has no equal in America. No pastor can afford to leave 
this volume unread.”—Dean tlbur F. Tillett (Vander- 
bilt University). 


PASTORAL PROBLEMS 


GERRIT VERKUYL, Ph.D. 


Qualifying Men for Church Work 
Principles of Lay Leadership. $1.50 


he Church needs more leaders; material for produc- 
ing them is abundant in the church membership; this 
human material can be guided and developed into active 
and capable leadership—this is the gist of Dr. Verkuyl’s 
new book. He shows how to locate such “prospects,” 
how to impress on them Christ’s urge to leadership, and 
how to inspire and instruct them in taking their part in 
the thronging activities of the church and the world. 
Scriptural, practical, comprehensive. Convenient for use 
as lessons in Sunday School, young people’s societies, 
training schools, and conferences, and at week-day meet- 
ings in churches. 


WILLIAM MELVILLE CURRY, D.D. 


The Pastor’s Corner 


An Intimate Discussion of Moral and Sane oN 
Problems. Introduction by Charles R. Erdman, 
D.D. $1.50 


. ., This group of brief and vivid messages from a pastor to 
his people, printed week by week in the Calendar of the 
Ninth Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia, is marked by 
spiritual insight, practical wisdom, quiet humor and broad 
knowledge of the multitudinous aspects of human life. 

The book is one to be read at any time for a few 
moments’ stimulation, or to study day after day for pur- 
poses of devotion and soul strengthening. 


WARREN H. WILSON, D.D. 


Director of the Town and Country Department of the 
Presbyterian Board of National Missions, U. S. A. 


Rural Religion and the Country eae 


The author from his wide experience in visiting, study- 
ing and advising the rural churches throughout the country 
presents the problems and opportunities which confront 
the church from which the greater part of our people 
musb derive their inspiration and belief. 


F, G. FROST, M.A. (Compiler) 
The Message of F. W. Robertson 


_An Anthology of Pulpit Masterpieces. Introduc- 
tion by R. J. Campbell, D.D. $1.25 


Six hundred brief, pithy and invigorating extracts from 
Dr. Robertson’s effective sermons, each excerpt being di- 
rectly applicable to the life of to-day. The titles and the 
index increase the book’s value to ministers and other 
Christian workers. An extremely helpful and inspiring 
volume for stimulating devotional reading. 
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